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1. What specific characteristics does Paul exhibit as an individual identified with an emotional or behavioral disorder?
The specific characteristics that make Paul identified as an individual with the emotional or behavioral disorder include being aggressive, hyperactive and having learning challenges. Notably, Paul is said to argue excessively with other peers as well as adults and often fought with other children. He also performs poorly in his academics. In addition, Paul's mother, Mrs. Anderson, notes that Paul is always aggressive towards his two younger siblings and their mother is afraid of leaving Paul with them because he can cause violent problems. Paul has also been banned from riding the school bus with his peers because he abuses them both physically and verbally. Paul has also violently threatened other students in his school.
2. How have these characteristics changed throughout elementary school?  
Based on the information provided in the case study, it seems that Paul's characteristics have changed to become worse throughout elementary school. Paul's violent behavior has greatly changed to the worst because he has been violently threatening other students. In his school, Paul has also been banned from riding the school bus with other students because of physically and verbally abusing them. 
3. What interventions were initially successful?
One of the interventions that were initially successful to Paul was the structured classroom behavior management system subjected to him in grade 3. In this intervention, Paul was put in a self-contained classroom and then given explicit expectations, effects and rewards dependent on his behavior. Paul responded well, though for a while.
Why might they have been successful in some environments and not in others?
I think the intervention in the classroom during grade 3 was successful, unlike in grade 5 because, in grade three, Paul was under the close supervision of his specialist educator who monitored his behaviors. Outside the classroom in grade 5, the intervention was not successful because the student was not under the close supervision of any professional who could monitor his behaviors. 
Are there other possible interventions that might be tried?  
One of the possible interventions that might have been tried is positive reinforcement. As per the information given, the student did slightly well in grade 3, and I think here, the student deserved a positive reinforcement either through verbal praise or encouragement (Wheeler& Richey, 2014). Such reinforcement could have improved the behavior of Paul. Another strategy is teaching social skills. Paul's social skills are poor, and therefore it would be essential for the special education teacher to teach Paul about effective social skills that would enable him to live socially with other students and his siblings. 
4. What types of support might be available to Paul's mother and family?
There are various resources that can support Paul's families. One of such resources is the Center for Parent Information and Resources that guides parents on how they can apply for positive behavior intervention and support at home-level. The Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) also provides training support to parents on how they can handle children with emotional and behavioral programs (Ogundele, 2018). For example, parents are taught how they can improve the social skills of their children with emotional disorders.     
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